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ABSTRACT 



This paper presents the current PASS (Proficiency-based 
Admission Standards System) Proficiency Standards in English and answers the 
question of what students should be able to do upon admission to the Oregon 
University System. The PASS standards in the paper are aligned with and 
complement the standards, scoring guides, and test specifications for the 
Certificates of Initial Mastery (CIM) and Certificates of Advanced Mastery 
(CAM) . It begins by listing six English proficiency statements: (1) read from 

a variety of literary genres and periods; (2) interpret literary works; (3) 
analyze relationships of the humanities and human/social experience; (4) 
conduct inquiry and research; communicate oral, visual, and written forms; 
and (6) write for varied purposes. It then presents charts that summarize 
performance criteria (what students should know and be able to do) in each of 
the proficiency areas. It then presents guides (organized by the proficiency 
statements and criteria) for making summary judgments about students' 
proficiency. (RS) 



Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
from the original document. 
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English 

What PASS expects of students 

The Proficiency-based Admission Standards System (PASS) has identified six proficiencies in 
English that students will have the option of demonstrating for admission to Oregon 
University System (OUS) institutions beginning in the fall of 2001. These proficiencies will 
become requirements for all applicants from Oregon public high schools in the fall of 2005. The 
following pages outline the admission standards that students must meet. These admission 
standards are aligned with the Oregon Content Standards and the benchmarks for the 
Certificates of Initial and Advanced Mastery (CIM and CAM) so that students can progress 
smoothly through the Oregon public education system. 

How students will demonstrate proficiency 

To demonstrate proficiency, students will (1) meet designated scores on state tests and (2) 
produce work that will be compiled into collections of evidence. Teachers will evaluate the 
collections by comparing students' work to the standards and judging whether the collection 
shows sufficient evidence of proficiency. These teacher verifications of proficiency, much like 
final grades, are summary judgments, but they are focused on specific student capabilities, 
referenced to the standards, and validated by other assessors. 

What you will find here 

The following pages present the current PASS Proficiency Standards in English and answer 
the question “What should students know and be able to do?” The PASS standards are aligned 
with and complement the standards, scoring guides, and test specifications for the CIM and 
CAM. Because PASS standards are used for making verification judgments as well as for 
guiding curriculum, instruction, and assessment, they are organized around criteria for making 
judgments about proficiency. Each proficiency has a set of criteria which organize a guide for 
making assessment judgments. The guides contain descriptions of proficient performance, 
addressing the question “How well should students perform?” and explaining further what 
they should know. 
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English 



The six English proficiency statements presented below have been developed and 
field tested through collaborative work involving Oregon high school teachers and 
university faculty. The proficiencies are derived from and referenced to standards 
developed by the National Council of Teachers of English. The proficiencies are 
aligned with Oregon Content Standards and benchmarks for CIM and CAM. 









V Proficiency Area 


PASS Proficiency Statement 


^ Alighed with Oregon 
Ij Corilierl Standards In 
jThese Areas * 


, A: Read from a 
Variety of 
Literary 

H Genres and 

Periods 


Read and respond to a broad selection of ii 

literature from a variety of historical periods, 
cultures, literary perspectives, and genres, 
including poetry, novels, short stories, essays, . 

and drama; understand the characteristics of 
literary genres, periods, and movements. ' 


1 Literature * 

Reading 

¥ 


B: Interpret 

Literary Works > 


Analyze literary forms, elements, devices, and 
themes to interpret and critique literary texts, ? 

performances, and media. ^ 


Literature * 


C: Analyze Rela- 
tionships of the . 
Humanities & 
Human/Social 
Experience i 


Explain how the humanities reflect, influence, \ 
and comment upon human experiences and ' 

societal assumptions, traditions, structures, and 
changes. ^ 


1 Literature * 


/ D: Conduct 

Inquiry and 
r Research 


Conduct inquiry and research, using a variety of • 
primary and secondary sources and r 

informational resources to investigate questions | 
and topics, gather and synthesize information, 1 
and create and communicate knowledge. 


j 

1 ! 


V E: Communicate 
in Oral, Visual, h 
and Written 
Forms 


Use oral, visual, written and multi-media 
communication forms to convey information and \ 
ideas for a variety of purposes, audiences, and ; 
contexts. 


^ Communication* 



Write to discover and convey meaning, using | Writing * 
effective processes to produce writing which is | 
thoughtful, fluent, organized, coherent, and | 
clear. | 

* Criteria for the proficiencies align directly with benchmarks in these areas. 



F: Write for 
Varied 
Purposes 



1 
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Summary Charts of Criteria for Determining PASS Proficiency 



The following charts summarize what students should know and be able to do in English for 
admission to OUS institutions. The six proficiency areas to be assessed and the performance criteria 
for determining proficiency are listed on these pages. These criteria, which align with the Content 
Standards and benchmarks for CIM and CAM, suggest what students should demonstrate they can 
do in assessments and collections of evidence. 



Profieiency 

Criteria: >- Students demonstrate the ability to ... 



■ I 



m A: Read from a 
Variety of 
Literary Genres 
and Periods 


A1 : Breadth and Depth 
of Literary 
Experience 


; Read and respond to works of recognized 

literary merit from a variety of cultures, 
genres, and historical periods; recognize the ^ 
dfst/ngufsh/ng character/stfcs of significant 
literary periods, movements, and genres. ' 


A2: Extending 

Understanding of 
Literary Works 


Identify and explain relationships among 
literary works, human experiences, other 
texts, or disciplines. : 


s B: Interpret Literary 
Works 

, ; 1 


B1 : Analysis of Literary 
Elements and 
Devices 


Recognize, examine, and understand the uses : 
and effects of literary elements, rhetorical 
devices, and themes within and among 
literary works. ' 


B2: Interpretation and 
Use of Textual 
Evidence 


Use textual evidence to develop and support 
an interpretation of a literary work. 


B3: Criticism 


Use ideas and approaches of literary critics 
in analyzing and critiquing a literary work. 


l,C: Analyze 

Relationships of I 

the Humanities & | 

Human/Social 
Experience 

1 

m i 

- 1 

i 

w? ; 

i::*: i 

3 

1 


Cl: Understanding of 
Contextual and 
Biographical 
Influences 


Explain how works from the humanities are 
influenced by historical, social, cultural, 
political, literary, or creative contexts and 
individual experiences. : . 


i C2: Understanding of 
Social/Cultural 
Representations 


j 

Examine how works from the humanities f 1 

characterize individuals, groups, and 
cultures. ' | 


i C3: Understanding of 
i Social/Cultural 

Commentary 


Explain social/cultural perspectives, themes, 
and commentary, and examine techniques 
used to promote or critique social change in 
works from the humanities. 


b: Conduct Inquiry | 
and Research 1 


D1: Research Process 


Identify and frame topics, questions, and pur- | 
poses for inquiry; plan and conduct research. | 


i 

i 

j 

. : 1 


D2: Analysis of 
Information 
Sources 


Locate and interpret varied information 
sources; distinguish among facts, supported 
inferences, and opinions; evaluate 
information. j 




i D3; Use of Researched 
Information 


Use, integrate, and cite researched 
information and evidence. U 



PASS English Standards • 1 998 



2 



Summary Charts of Criteria for Determining PASS Proficiency 



English 



Proficiencies A-C (shown at left) represent content knowledge in literature and the humanities; 
Proficiencies D-F (shown below) represent processes that cross all content domains (research, 
communication, writing). For full text of the proficiencies and descriptions of proficient performance, 
see the separate standards and summary guides that begin on page 6. 










E: Communicate in 
Oral, Visual, and j 
Written Forms 


El : Use of Oral, 

Visual, and Written 1 
Forms 


: Use and integrate oral, visual, written, or 

multhmedia forms to communicate ideas in 
ways appropriate to topic, context, 
audience, and purpose. 


. ^ S 

; 3 

j S \ 

|si: 3 


E2: Organization of 
Presentations 


i Organize oral, visual, or multhmedia 

presentations in clear, coherent sequences 
appropriate to topic, context, audience, and 
purpose. 


3 


1 E3: Use of Language 
and Techniques 


1 Use the languages, techniques, and 

conventions of various communication forms 
to communicate ideas. 

! ^ ■# 


3 

' ' j 

^ j 

3 


E4: Analysis of Oral, 
Visual, and Written 
Communications 


1 Analyze and evaluate oral, visual, and 

written/ media communications, considering 
topic, context, audience, purpose, delivery, 0 : 
and language. 


^F: Write for Varied i 
Purposes 1 

r' I 


FI: Quality of Thinking 


1 Develop support, and convey clear, focused, 

and substantive ideas in ways appropriate 
to topic, context, audience, and purpose. 


H j 

f. ^ 

: ; 3 

: j 


F2: Organization and 
Coherence 


1 Organize writing in clear, coherent 

sequences, making connections and 
transitions among ideas, paragraphs, and 
sentences. 


. ; j 

psi 3 


F3; Style and 
Technique 


1 Use and vary sentence structures, word ; 

choices, and writing voice to achieve clear 
and fluent writing. 


! i 1 

1' 1 


F4: Use of Conventions 


Use correct spelling, grammar, punctuation, 
capitalization, paragraph structure, sentence 
construction, formatting, and, when " ' 

appropriate, citations. 


:S::S 1 


F5: Purposes, Modes, 
and Forms 


Write for varied purposes in a variety of "J 

modes and forms. i 


i ' \ 

• ' 3 

• 1 


F6; Writing Process 


1 Use effective processes to generate, compose,}^ 

organize, revise, and present writing. \ ^ 


ill 3 


i F7; Publication 


Format and publish writing in ways f J 

appropriate to topic, context, audience, and \ ' 
purpose. 1 ^ 
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Guides for Verifying Proficiency 



How the guides are organized 

The following pages contain guides for making summary judgments about students’ 
proficiency. The guides are organized by the proficiency statements and criteria, 
which are presented at the top of each guide. Within the guide are descriptions of 
proficient performance developed by PASS high school and university partners and 
field tested during classroom instruction, assessment, and verification processes. 
Currently, only one level of performance (proficient) is described, since assessors 
make a single judgment that student collections of evidence either meet or do not 
meetthe standards for admission. Eventually, advanced performance levels will also 
be identified for use in determining readiness for advanced standing in OUS 
institutions. 



How the guides are used to judge collections of evidence 

To be judged proficient, students need to demonstrate through collections of evidence 
that they can do what the proficiency expects. Assessors may: 

focus on the proficiency statement at the 
top of the guide for making a holistic 
judgment about proficiency; 



>- focus on the criteria and statements of 
what “students demonstrate the ability to 
do” to guide more anal5d;ical judgments; or 



use the descriptions of proficient 
performance for more detailed analysis of 
student collections. While students do not 
need to demonstrate every descriptive 
statement in the guide, they should 
present evidence that they can perform at 
the level suggested by the descriptions. 
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Guides for Verifying Proficiency 



English 



How the guides can be used in the classroom 

Teachers may also use the guides as the basis for developing classroom and task- 
specific scoring guides. To do so, they select appropriate criteria from one or more 
proficiencies, “cut and paste” descriptions which apply, translate descriptions to fit 
the assessment context, and in some cases develop multiple levels of performance. 
Final verification judgments, however, should be based on the summary guides as 
they appear in the PASS Standards. 



How the guides are formatted 

The diagram below highlights the information found in the guides and their general 
format: 



i 



Content 

Area 

® Proficiency 

i T itie ! 

; 


i Proficiency Statement ■ describes the p 

complex capability which students must i 

demonstrate and which teachers verify ^ 


^ : 




i 

m i 

5 

S 

i 

;:;:s ! 


\ Criteria - headings for organizing the guide ^ 

and statements of what "students demonstrate 
the ability to do;" used by teachers as the ^ 

basis for verification judgments 


i 

1 

1 


1 Descriptions of Proficient Performance ■ 

statements that describe what proficient (and 
later advanced) performance might look like 
for each of the criteria; used as a reference for 
teachers in developing curriculum, instruction, ^ 
assessment, and in verifying proficiency 
: p 



5 
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ENGLISH 

Proficiency D: f Conduct inquiry and research, using a variety of primary and secondary sources and 
Conduct Inquiry and | informational resources to investigate questions and topics, gather and synthesize information. 
Research ™ and create and communicate knowledge. 
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Proficiency E: Use oral, visual, written and multi-media communication forms to convey information and 

Communicate in ideas for a variety of purposes, audiences, and contexts. 

Oral, Visual, and , 

Written Forms 
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This is one of seven PASS pubiications that outiine 
the knowiedge and skiiis students need to have to be 
admitted into the Oregon University System. There 
are separate bookiets for each of the six content 
areas: 

• Mathematics 

• Engiish 

• Science 

• Sociai Science 

• Second Languages 

• Visuai and Performing Arts 

The overview bookiet, "Proficiency Standards," 
contains summary charts of criteria for aii six content 
areas. To obtain the pubiications, visit the PASS web 
site at http://pass-ous.uoregon.edu, or phone 
(541) 346-5799 or (800) 961 -PASS. 
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